ANTIPATER OF THESSALONICA, A.P. 9.421
(= XXVIII G-P)

vijoou gonuaiot, Tedgea xdovog, Gg nehadewds
Cwome Alyaiov xdpatog éviog ExeL,
Sigvov dupfoacde xol adyuneny Pokéyavdeov,
_ TMjpoveg, doxainv & wAéoar’ dyhainv.
5 % ¢ tudag £6(dakev £dv Tpdmov | woTE Aeun
Afhog gomuatov daipovog GoEapévn.
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406 Miszellen

The desolate condition of Delos, twice ravaged in the Mithridatic wars, made
an impression on Antipater, who alludes to the island’s barrenness in two other
epigrams: A.P. 9.408 (= CXIII G-P) and 9.550 (= XCIV G-P). Gow and Page,
whose text is printed above, accepting the interpretation of Boissonade') on Aevxn
(v.5): “perhaps glorious. The word is often glossed Aapn@dg.” And on v. 6: “i.e.
was the first to lie desolate.” But Antipater cannot mean to suggest that Delos was
the first of the Cyclades to be abandoned. The memory of the island’s final disaster
in 69 B.C. was too recent, and after the mention of Siphnos and Pholegandros,
islands which had long been in that condition, the final couplet would be rendered
fointless. Antipater means to say that with the desolation of Delos all the Cyclades
earned a new way, one not aptly characterized as her own. In v.5 read £3{doEe
véov 10OV, in pointed contrast with doyainv ... &yhainv in the preceding
w{erssz); and in v. 6 understand d@Eopévn of Delos beginning her own fated desola-
tion’).

As an epithet of one of the Cyclades Aevxtj should immediately suggest
color: cf. candgda Delos, Ov. Her. 21.82; in particular the whiteness of marble: cf.
niueam Paron, Verg. Aen. 3.126%). And in fact the metaphorical use of Aevrdg in
the sense proposed by Gow and Page is without parallel. Antipater’s reference to the
color of Delos and her evil doom is better explained as a reminiscence of the oracle
which, as Herodotus reports, the Siphnians received at Delphi in response to an
enquiry about how long their good fortune would last (Hdt. 3.57.4 = A.P. 14.82):

ANV Gtav év Zigve moutoviia Aevxd yévnton
Aevxopeic T dyoen, Tote O Oel Pddpovogs dvdeog
podooactar EVMVOV te Adxov xeuxd T Eoudodv.

Herodotus explains that the Siphnian agora and prytaneion were made of Parian
marble, while the Samian fleet (EOAvov A(’)xovf that sacked the island was painted
red (xMouxa £ouddv). Once prosperous Delos, Antipater suggests, could have
noticed a similar warning.
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1) For which see F. Diibner, Anthologia Palatina II (Paris 1888), p. 214.
Beckby’s translation indicates that he also accepts this interpretation, although he
prints the text of P.

. 2) For the phrase cf. Aesch. Pr. 309-10 peddopooon Tbémoug véoug, Soph.
Ai. 735-6 véag Povhdg véolowy gyxataledEag tebmoLs.

3) Cf. Antiphon Soph., fr. 49 D.-K. ot % fjuéea, atitn 1 vOE xouvod

daipovogs doxeL, xavod méTpov.
rud 4) Cf. also Hor. Carm. 1.14.19-20 nitentis Cycladas, 3.28.14 fulgentis Cy-
cladas.





